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This picture was taken at The Mongolia Society Annual Meeting after Dr. Alicia Campi, Prof.

Christopher Atwood and Mrs. Legden Tserenchunt were presented the "Polar Star" by Amb. Kh.
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Bekhbat and A. Ganbaatar, adviser to Mongolian President Elbegdddirs. Susie Drost re
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. ceived the Mongolian "Friendship" medal
Board of Director
election ballot to b CALL FOR PAPERS
sent to you in Februar 2012 Annual Meeting of The Mongolia Society
The Mongolia Society was estab- TORONTO, CANADA
lished in 1961 as a private, npnofit,

nonpolitical organization interested . . . . . . . .
. p?omoting th% study of Mongolia, The 2012 Annual Meeting of The Mongolia Society will be held in conjunction with

its history, language and culture. Ththe Association for Asian Studies (AAS) at the Sheraton Centre Toronto Hotel in Toronto, Can-
aims of the Society are exclusivelyda, on Saturday, March 17, 2012. That same afternoon we will move to the University of To-
scholarly, educational, and charitableonto for a special program where we will show the awegirthing movie, "Mongolia-Mining
Members receive free copies of th€hallenges a Civilization," followed by a roundtable discussion.
Journal and the Survey and have the We welcome presentations at the roundtable from the mining community, environ-
right to Vofteha”d participate in thlemental groups, and researchers on this key topic. In order to participate as a discussant on th
activities of the Society. Institutional,, ,yaple, you must be a member of The Mongolia Society and submit an abstract for consid-
members receive the Journal, the Sur- _ . . -
. .eration no later than February 20. The abstract must contain the title of the paper and be nc
vey, and the Occasional Papers Seri€es. . . .
more than 300 words. If your abstract is accepted, you will have 15 minutes to present your
paper. After the paper presentations, there will be an open discussion with the audience. The
| exact time of the meeting and panel will be announced as plans are formalized.
Please submit your abstract to Susie Drost, The Mongolia Society, 322 Goodbody
Hall, Indiana University, 1011 E. 3rd Street, Bloomington, IN 474085; Telephone and Fax
number: 812-8554078; EMail: monsoc@indiana.ediVeb: www.mongoliasociety.org

The photos in this issue &dfongo
Survey were taken by Alicia
Campi, M. SaruuErdene, and

D. Uranzul
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Welcoming Speech for 50th Anniversary of Mongolia Society

leading educator and author about Mongolia. As a young busi-
nessman he went to China and encountered Mongolian homads
who opened his eyes to the depth, complexity, and beauty of
i Mongolian traditional culture. Lattimore, like Hangin and Sinor,
Todaylwant to welcome you all to the 50th anniver- - \as a cosmopolitan person, who was educated in China and
sary annual meetmg of The Mongolia Society. Durlng such a gyitzerland as a boy. He worked for a British imgmxport
happy occasion, with so many new and old friends around, yrading firm in north China after World War | and spent a year as
one cannot help but marvel how our little organlzatlpq .of OVer g3 reporter for théeking and Tientsin TimesOver a period of 7
400 people, from all over the world and of all ethnicities but years he learned to read and write fluent Chinese and then Mon-
united by love and interest in Mongolia and its unique and 4o pecause his company had a warehouse for wool in Hohehot,
wonderful people, have managed to exist for S50 years in the |nner Mongolia. His first visit to this Chinesdongol city was
United States. One half of those 50 years, the US did not eveny, 1925 where he saw camel caravans arriving from and depart-
have any formal diplomatic relations with Mongolia nor any jng to the Mongolian capital of Urga, now called Ulaanbaatar.
sizable Mongol immigrant population. ~Yet, our mission 10 \yhen Lattimore took his wife Eleanor on a year and a half hon-
promote educational, scholarly, and friendly relations with oy moon through Turkestan to India, he met diverse Mongol tribes
Mongolia was clear from its founding, and this mission has iy 5 number of adventures which he recounted in a series of
guided us through the dark and light years. , books that established his reputation. He then attended Harvard
, Itis just wonderful that we can meet today in Bloom-  Graquate School and continued his research on China and Mon-
ington, on the campus of our longtime home within Indiana gqia so that by the 1930s he was considered the foremost author-
University, to celebrate both our history and look forward to ity on the Mongols in the US. During World War Il Lattimore
our future. Itis a privilege as your President and representa- 5ccompanied US Vice President Henry Wallace as adviser and
tive of the Board of Directors to welcome the members of the jnterpreter on his 1944 trip to Ulaanbaatar where they met the
Permanent International Altaicist Conference (known as Mongolian Embassy official in Nanjing, China to find a way to

PIAC) to be with us this week for a joint conference that com- bring to the US John Gombojab Hangin, a former secretary to
memorates our 50th anniversary as well as the 54th anniver-| 3% t i more6s ol d friend I nner

sary of the PIAC. This conference may have the largest num- 4,qp.

ber of scholarly papers devoted to Mongolia ever held in the Gombojab (born in 1921 in Taibus Banner in Chahar,

US, and so should be a very stimulating experience. Inner Mongolia) was active in the amdmmunist Inner Mongo-
However, it is right that both the Mongolia Society and  ian nationalist movement. He was educated in Hokkaido Impe-

PIAC step back and remember those enterprising, forward i) University during World War II before returning to his home-

looking scholars who established our organizations and were|ang 1o work in for the Prince. In 1947 he was elected to the Na-
catalysts for growth. Of course, we all are a bit sad to think tjgng Assembly of the Republic of China.

By Dr. Alicia J. Campi, President
Bloomington, Indiana July 10, 2011

that the former President of The Mongolia Society and the Lattimore spent much of his own time and money to
founder of PIAC, esteemed Altaic researcher and educator, pring Gombojab and eventually his family to Baltimore to join
Dr. Denis Sinor, the longtime chairman of whatis nowcalled { h'e | nner Mongolian fALiving Bu

the Cent_ral I_Eurasian Department at Ind_iana, is no longer with 514 another Inner Mongolian, Urgunge Onon, to his newly
us. Denis died here in Bloomington, his adopted home of SO formed Mongolian Studies program at Johns Hopkins University
many years on January 12th this year, but his spirit is with Us \here he was preparing the first handbook of Mongolian lan-
today. He happily supported the idea of a joint conference in g,age in English for the US Government. Then, when Lattimore
Bloomington and | know that he was looking forward to see- pecame involved in the political turmoil surrounding the
ing his many students, colleagues, and friends again. We\\ccarthy Hearings in Congress during the Cold War -anti
s_urely hope to do justice to his contribution to both_organlga— communist era in 1951, Gombojab sat and watched his dear
tions by holding a very successful conference this coming friend grilled as to his loyalty to the US Government and their
week. _ _ project lose all its funding.
Today | want to take a few minutes to especially re- panged, and eventually he was driven out of the country to find
member the Mongolia Societyqgmk fndeebsdEgdnd withOhon! fBERNTE, GomBofs
to our hearts: that is, John Gombojab Hangin and Owen Latti- yoyed to different academiestitutions on both coasts, includ-
more. As you know, | recently complet_ed a book detailing the ing Georgetown University, Columbia, and the University of
history of the United Stat escafdhfhatBerRely? | DeMOstor,wWhdhad arrifed ht fians ¢
to achieve formal diplomatic relations during the 20th century. University, invited him to Bloomington in 1964 to establish the

Although next year the US and Mongolia will celebrate the Mongolian Studies program, so finally Gombojab had a perma-
25th year of our bilateral ties, the story of our relationship, nent home.

like t_he story behind The Mongolia Society,_is intimately in- Gombojab had been working tirelessly on a letter writ-
tertwined with these two great n&mne a nativéoorn Mon- ing campaign to support the admission of Mongolia into the
gol and one an Americanwho could see far beyond race, ypjted Nations. After that goal was achieved in the fall of 1961,

nationality, and politio to find the human and cultural simi- ¢ founded The Mongolia Society in late 1961 as a private, non
larities that unite rather than divide our two proud peoples.

Owen Lattimore who lived from 1900 to 1989, was a Continued on page 3.



Number 25, 2011 Page3

Welcoming Speech for 50th Anniversary of Mongolia Sociefytinued from page 2

profit, nonpolitical organization interested in promoting and fur-lian culture and scholarship, the Mongolian Government per-

thering the study of Mongolia, its history, language, and cumi t ted him to be buried in hi
ture. He asked his old friend, Owen Lattimore to become the fird€ry of Altan-Olgii, in Ulaanbaatalrhe New York Time# its
President 50 years ago. Lattimore from 1962 to 1982 made #-989 obi tuary, indicated that

most annual visits to Ulaanbaatar to meet with Mongolian scholaldY the groundwork for recognition of the Mongolian People’s
and policymakers, and he eventually was elected in 1967 to tfpublic by the United Nations in 1961 and American recog-
Mongolian Academy of Sciences. nition in 1987." _
Meanwhile, Gombojab from Bloomington acted as a con-  But the legacy of the founders of The Mongolia So-
duit between Americans and Mongolians by producing under USety lives on.  As most of you here today know, the aims of
Government Department of Education funding grants, with a nunit® Society are exclusively scholarly, educational, and chari-
ber of graduate students many of whom are with us today, the kE3ple. Since 1975, the Society has been active in the importa-
English language grammars, textbooks, and anthologies of MoHon and distribution of scholarly books and periodicals, as
gol literature available in the English language and trained most ¥l as prints, craft items, and recordings, from Mongolia,
the American Mongolists of his generation. He went annually t§ner Mongolia, and Buriatia. Thus, during our fifty years of
independent Mongolia to collect his language research materi@¥istence, The Mongolia Society has become a center for in-
and became weknown to the great Mongolian scholars of theformation on Mongolia, and a vehicle for spreading its culture
1960s through 1980s, including Academician Rinchen. When ttf#d rich heritage to Americans and the rest of the world. |
United States established official diplomatic relations at a cer&ish the Society and its many friends who have joined us
mony on January 27, 1987, Gombojab was one of only twe nofPday, another happy, fruitful, and peaceful 50 years. Thank
officials invited to attend. Lattimore, very old and ill, would die in YOU and thanks to the members of the PIAC for coming to
1989. And strangely enough, so would Gombojab while doing  Bloomington to join us on this happy occasion.
research in Ulaanbaatar. In recognition for his devotion to Mongo-

OBITUARY
Mongolia Societyds For mer Presider

BLOOMINGTON & Distinguished Professor Emeritus of Central Eura
Studies at Indiana University Denis Sinor died in Bloomington, Indiana on Janug
2011. Born in Hungary on April 17, 1916 and educated in Hungary, Switzerlang
France. He held various teaching and research assignments in France between
1948. During WWII, he served in the French Resistance, and he joined the Free
Forces.

From 1948 to 1962, he taught at Cambridge University in the U.K. In 196
moved to Indiana University where he created the Department of Uralic and Altaic
ies, now known as the Department of Central Eurasian Studies, of which he wa
man from 1963 to 1981. In 1967, he founded the Research Institute for Inner Asial
ies, which was renamed in 2006 The Denis Sinor Institute for Inner Asian Studies
1963 to 1988, he was director of the Inner Asian and Uralic National Resource Ce

A former president of The Mongolia Society, Sinor was active in variou
tional and international scholarly societies. He was the founding Secretary Ge
the Permanent International Altaistic Conference. He received two Guggenheim §
ships as well as a number of prestigious grants, and was a Corresponding Memb
French Academy. Honors received include membership in the Hungarian Acad
Sciences, professorship of the Institute of Oriental Studies of the Russian Acad
Sciences, doctorate honoris causa of the University of Szeged, and membershij
Societe Asiatique in Paris and the Societas Updtaica in Hamburg. Prof. Sinor wz
awarded the Order of the Star of Hun
the Republic of Hungary. He received the UNESCO 60th Anniversary Medal. The
Asiatic Society of Great Britain created in his honor the Denis Sinor Medal for
Asian Studies.

Denis Sinor authored 8 books and more than 160 articles in Hungarian, French,

English and German, and edited 14 books. He contributed to various encyclopedias, inclu@ingytiepsedia BritannicaHe
served as editor of the Journal of Asian History since its inception in 1967, and also for the Indiana University Udttlaica8e-
ries (over 174 volumes) and the Indiana University Oriental Series.

Denis Sinor is survived by a sister, a daughter, three grandchildren and fotgrgresthildren.
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50" Anniversary of The Mongolia Society
Celebrated in Bloomington, Indiana, July-18, 2011

By Dr. Alicia Campi. President

To mark the celebration of the B@nniversary of The Mongolia Society, the Society hels
annual meeting on Sunday, July 10, 2011 at Indiana University in Bloomington, Indiana. The
lian Ambassador to the U.S., Mr. Kh. Bekhbat, honored the Society with his attendance and p

. . . .. . 4
congratulations from Mongolian Prime Minister S. Batbold. It was announced that in the futF
Mongolian Government would collaborate with the Society to design a program to support and
a new generation of Mongolists. In addition, the Ambassador, on behalf of Mongolian Presic

El begdorj, awarded the APolar Starodo decor ¢ ety
the Board, Dr. Christopher Atwood; and to Mongolian Language Lecturer at Indiana Universit
Legden Tserenchunt. The AFriendshipodo medal was given to

A special award for his lifetime of scholarly work in Mongolian Three " Pol ar Star.
Studies was presented to Dr. George Kara, Mongolian studies prof “Friendship" medal

essor at Indiana University, by Amb. Kh. Bekhbat. Attending the

presentation on behalf of Indiana University were David Zaret, Vice President for International
Affairs; Larry Singell, Jr., Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences; and Ed Lazzerini, Director of
the Sinor Research Institute for Inner Asian Studies.

After the annual business meeting and presentations S
afternoon, there was a round
\ golian Officials Reflect on 25 Years of RelatiansDiscussants i
Prof. Kara and Amb. Bekhbat ~ cluded Ambassador Bekhbat; R. Bold, former Mongolian Am
sador to the U.S.; John Wecker, Deputy Director of the CR#=
Mongolia desk at the Department of State, who read a message of congratulations from U.S. ;‘.
sador to Mongolia Jonathan Addleton, and Dr. Campi, who read a letter from former U.S. Ambg® ‘»
to Mongolia and now Ambassador to Burundi Ms. Pamela Slutz. That evening 90 guests atfC 8o g AR
special anniversary banquet with musical performance. John Wecker and Larry Singell, Jr

The Sunday activities kicked off a weeklong conference that was held on the Indiana University campus in conjunction wit
the Permanent International Altaicists Conference (PIAC) headquartered in Berlin, Germany. The conference featured over
scholarly papers presented participants from all over the &drltm Mongolia, China, Russia, Denmark, Australia, Canada, Ger-
many, Romania, Turkey, Albania, Taiwan, Japan, the Congo and all over the United States. Among the special events during
week were a visit to the Mathers Museum of World Cultures to view the Mongolian photography exhibit, the Tibetan Mongoliar
Buddhist Cultural Center in Bloomington, a Mongolsut y| e Naadam and cookout, visit to
book collections, and a trip in southern Indiana to Spring Mill State Park and French Lick Resort and Casino. Moreptgiel00
attended the conference, including many from fordigeed organizations which are active in thengblian studies field. This
memorable anniversary celebration was made possible through the generosity of Indiana University, the Sinor Researfdr Institut
Inner Asian Studies, Inner Asian and Uralic National Resource Center, The Department of Central Eurasian Studies, Mathers N
seum of World Cultures, Bloomington Mongolian Community, Sanj Altan and the Mongol American Cultural Association, Erjen
Khamagnova and the Academy of Buryat Studies (Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia), John Owen, Brian Goldbeck, Steven Kirk, Gelegy
George Lhagvadorj, and The Mongolia Society.

Dr. Ts. Batbayar of the Mongolian Foreign Ministry, flew in Dr. Paul Hyer, retired Professor of Brigham Young University,
from his post in Beijing to give a paper. presenting his paper to the conference.
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Exci tement fir 1l s the AiTr at B

By Dorjjantsan Uranzul
Translated by Gundsambuu Sainbayar

In Ulaanbaatar the July 2011 Naadam festival is one of the world's great cultural events. It ties and holds up thi sun nex
itself, and adds colors to this world filled with blossoming flowers by dressing the mother earth with greenBidlonimgta,

Indiana this past July 12 the Naadam festival was full of surpriseBeople from two year old children to an almost 100 year old
Mongolist and youths celebrated this festival as excitement filled the air. The

Naadam festival which coincided with the 50th anniversary
the Mongolia Society and the Permanent International Altaic Conference at
ana University was a wonderful surprise for the visiting guests.

First the Mongolian national flag was raised to the melody of the
khuur on a soft hilltop in Bloomingtomndiana to begin the Mongol Naadam fe
val. White c¢clouds |like | ambés wool
the air was full of melodies from the horlseaded fiddle or morin khuur. This H
event was hosted by the The Mongolia Society, Inner Asian and Uralic N&g
Resource Center, The Department of Central Eurasian Studies, Mongolia
tural Center in Washingto
DC, and theAssociation o
Mongolians in Bloomington® : '

More than 40 children from the summer camp of Mongolian Culture
& Center, who were spending their summer holiday near the city, sang the song
z;(ﬁFuII of Happinesso for the visiting

sky

on(oe-

==
4
<

days, they sang it passionat
s and fivery hap

Wrestlers showe|
their strength in the first ga
of the Naadam festival. T
first round started with chee
from the crowd supporting the wrestlers as they performed an eagle flying da
the green grassy field. Young p
Afsoyolond horse races, which were
winners, B. Bilgee, B. Ochirnyam and G. Amarsanaa, happily received their
In the fAikh nasodo horse race, adul t
studying Mongolian took the first five places and grabbed all prizes. Out &
strong wrestlers who competed in this game with their skillful moves, D. Rentsensambuu, sports master of Jeffersoandle, Indi
took first place and M. Sarwidrdene, who received the title of Elephant of Bloomington, was runner up.

Mr. Bat-Ochir, one of the founders of the Mongolian Anklebone
Shooting Association of America, came fr@hicagoto arrange an anklebone
shooting competition. All visiting guests competed in this shooting competi-
tion in which shooters focused their sights on the target. A young shooter, Dr.
D. Enkhbat, instructor at thBlational Universityof Mongolia, placed first
place in this competitive event and exhibited hIS
talent as an excellent shooter in the making.

Another interesting game at the o
festival was hand wrestling. Among the strong r=
vigorously contending was an adviser to Mongo::
President Elbegdorj, Mr. A. Ganbaatar who t
first place.

Continued on page 6.




